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Difference between Essay Writing and Creative Writing

Writing is among the most widely used disciplines in the field of education as it is all-
encompassing from the rigorous reports present in the technical fields such as medicine up to its
easier aspects in leisure writing. In this regard, it becomes important to discern the different
fields of writing, which are essay writing and creativity writing. The two are similar in that they
both present information to the reader, but an in-depth look reveals inherent differences between
them, especially with regard to format, style, and presentation.

Essay writing is the procedural kind of writing. Its purpose is purely to convey some
knowledge to the reader in the form of information and data, and it follows a rigid format in
presentation of data. Besides, it is usually divided into three main parts that is introduction, body,
and a conclusion (Warburton 11). An introductory paragraph is the most important as it sets the
tone of the entire essay. It should provide general information regarding the subject matter of the
essay and, more often than not, includes a thesis statement, which is a sentence or two within the
opening paragraph that tells the focus of the essay (Warburton 24).

The body of the paper is what follows in essay writing and often explains in detail the
points highlighted in the introduction. Body paragraphs should provide relevant supporting

evidence. More importantly, there should be a smooth transition between the body paragraphs to
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ensure easier comprehension of the information provided (Wyldeck 51). Finally, in essay
writing, there should be a conclusion. Mainly, this is a brief overview of the entire essay, and it
should clearly show that a thesis statement of the essay has been explained in its body. When an
academic essay borrows information from outside sources such as academic journals and books,
it is important to cite such sources lest the paper be regarded as plagiarized. Sources used should
be presented at the end of the paper. Most types of academic essays fall into essay writing.

On the other hand, creative writing is different from essay writing. It presents information
to the reader, but is not rigid like essay writing. Mainly, it is artistic writing and its main aim is to
entertain the reader. Creative writing focuses on style, as is the case with poetry, presenting
fiction, storytelling or implementing other inventive techniques in writing, that is, using
imagination to bring out an artistic form of writing (Earnshaw 31). Some of the branches of
creative writing such as poetry have a format to follow. However, it is not a necessity to follow
strict rules like in essay writing. Some of the most notable works such as novels, storybooks, and
poems fall in this category.

To sum everything up, it can be stated that the aim of both essay writing and creative
writing is to present information to the reader. Nevertheless, there are certain differences
between the two. Essay writing is rigid and procedural often following the format of an
introduction, body, and conclusion, and it is mostly used in academic writing. Conversely,
creative writing does not follow a specific format and calls for ingenuity on the part of the writer,
as is the case in poetry or novel writing. Though different, both are nonetheless important in their
own particular way as essay writing is unavoidable in getting proper academic qualification since
as highlighted before, academic writing falls into essay writing. On the other hand, creative

writing presents entertainment, as is the case with poetry and fiction novels.
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