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Why Essay Writing Is Important 

 What is an essay? An essay is a piece of writing that gives the writer’s own argument 

about a subject. “Essay is a literary device for saying almost anything.”(Battaglia, 2016).Essays 

involve more than simply repeating information from readings. They require analysis, evaluation 

and interpretation of the set topic. An essay consists of an introduction, the body and the 

conclusion. There are different types of essays. The descriptive essay is about specific writing 

that describes main features or functions. The argumentative type of essay involves writing 

opinions. The evaluative type of essay involves making comparisons and contrasts while 

personal essays majors on one’s personal experiences. Understanding the type of essay helps one 

complete a certain task appropriately. 

 Essays have become a major part of formal education and secondary students are taught 

structured essay formats to enhance their writing skills and vocabulary. Essay gives one an 

opportunity to express oneself in a logical way (Rao, Chanock, & Krishan, 2007). Essay writing 
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is an essential part of the learning process as it enables one develop logical thinking in a written 

form. 

 Essay writing is important as it embeds knowledge. Attending classes does not guarantee 

one will acquire the knowledge immediately. Knowledge is acquired mainly through writing. It 

enables one know the exact facts and figures which had been received by different sources. 

Sources may include books, academic journals, periodicals, newspapers, and internet and lecture 

notes. It requires one to gather sufficient information from appropriate resources and references. 

Essays are a good way of assessing students’ thinking skills. Moreover, essay writing stimulates 

intelligence which leads to intellectual development. Writing is a good practice for examinations 

and career opportunities where quality writing skills are considered. 

 Essay writing enables a student have good analytical skills which can assist them in doing 

fieldwork. It helps them evaluate, analyze and think critically. Essays help students learn to think 

about the social and physical world in particular ways.“How do I know what I think until I see 

what I say?”( Bhardwaj,2009).Writing reveals one’s inner thoughts and explores one’s self-

awareness. In most cases students are asked to explain, comment on, or assess a topic of study in 

the form of an essay. Thereafter they are required to interpret and analyze the information 

gathered. It is important to communicate the thought and ideas clearly on paper. 

 Essay writing may help one in getting employment. Essays detailing experiences in a 

certain occupational field are required when applying for some jobs. 

 Essays may used to gain admission in tertiary institutions such as universities and 

colleges. Admission counselors often have a little time to grow through numerous applications. 

Essays are considered here as it gives an applicant the opportunity to showcase talents and 

interests. Mostly the essays are about one’s academic interest and intellectual experience. 
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Writing ensures good time management as it is essential to meet a certain. This can help a person 

use time well as it is involving (Rao, Chanock, & Krishan, 2007). A good essay should be able to 

persuade readers based on evidence. Writing is an active and constructive process through which 

information is conveyed. Therefore essay writing is so important as it encourages one develop 

ideas and concepts. One hones different skills through essay writing which are: close reading, 

analysis, comparison and contrast, persuasion conciseness, clarity, and exposition. 
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